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banned if we are to avoid the 
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A number of countries have 
copied Germany’s cash-for-
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ronment, argues Ulrike Fokken. 
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– exposing the lies of the food 
industry through Foodwatch.
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How will Russian gas get to 
Europe in years to come? It 
all depends on Turkey, says 
Michael Martens.
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Fate I 17
The Nazi regime changed the 
lives of millions: Ernst Cramer 
fled to the U.S. and returned to 
Germany in 1945 with Ameri-
can troops.  
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Charles Lucas believed that 
life under socialism would be 
easier for a black GI such as 
himself. Peter H. Koepf details 
the misconception that ended 
in death. 

The World Champion- 
ships in Athletics  
in Berlin were a huge 
success – for sport,  
the city, German  
athletes – and for the  
official mascot Berlino.

The oversized soft toys that roam 
the sports stadiums of this world 
in a bid to hard sell a faux party 
atmosphere are usually a terrible 

annoyance. Nothing else was expected of 
the colorfully dressed teddy bear with the 
exceedingly original name “Berlino.” But the 
clumsy bear turned out to be a mischievous 
“party animal,” whose jaunty humor won 
over the athletes, the spectators at the Olym-
pic Stadium and millions of people watching 
on television the world over.

Berlino embodied something of the joy 
of sport and competition that top German 
athletics officials wanted to give back to 

participants several years 
ago. The general tenor of the 
event was that medals are at 
best “desirable by-products.” 
The contest yielded nine of 
these for Germans, as well 

as a plethora of good rankings and personal 
records.

Following the Beijing Olympic Games 
disaster, when the German team came away 
with one single bronze medal, it appears that 
a young generation of German athletes are 
managing to combine the pleasure of sport 
with the triumph it can also bring. The results 
inspire a sense of hope ahead of the next 
world championships, in two years’ time in 
South Korea. South Korean athletes failed to 
get on the medal board at all in Berlin – so 
things can only get better. Perhaps Berlin 
organizers should loan them their prime 
motivator, Berlino. KG

Light at the end of the tunnel

an inflation that would rapidly 
bury the nascent recovery. 

To correct this summer’s out-
sized optimism, some observers 
have been recalling the year 1931. 
On June 9 of that year, the U.S. 
Commerce Department declared 
that “the depression is over.” 
The New York Times put the 
statement on its front page and 
economists found signs of an 
upturn. The Dow Jones Index ral-
lied strongly before losing nearly 
three quarters of its value. The 
Great Depression had, in reality, 
only just begun.

Things will hardly be that bad 
this time. Yet whether we are 
entering a new phase of prosper-
ity or are on the verge of a crash 
is something yet to be decided. 
To date the ups and downs of this 
crisis have always come stron-
ger and faster than expected: in 
the wake of the Lehman Bros. 
collapse last September as in 
the bank rescue; in the free-fall 
of the real economy as now in 
the return of growth. Therefore 
we shouldn’t be too surprised 
if another moment of decision 
arrives at our door sooner than 
the experts think. We should 
prepare for that instead of just 
basking in the summer sun. !

It was the summer bonanza 
of 2009. For a time, prices 
on stock exchanges around 
the world rose by up to 25 

percent as the big Western econo-
mies announced they had put the 
recession behind them and were 
again growing modestly. Some 
economists are already forecast-
ing strong growth for the coming 
year. Analysts at Allianz Insur-
ance think German GDP could 
expand by 3 percent in 2010, 
thereby recouping much of the 
damage from the recession. And 
then there are the newspapers that 
have been trumpeting the end of 
the crisis in their headlines. 

Recall the teachings of baseball 
legend Yogi Berra: It ain’t over till 
it’s over. German soccer’s favorite 
maxim warns that the game lasts 
90 minutes. And in the opera, it 
isn’t over until the fat lady sings. 
In many ways, this spectacle – the 
international economic and finan-
cial crisis – is not yet over, the ref-
eree has not blown the whistle and 
the fat lady’s finale is yet to come.

Even the president of Germany’s 
Bundesbank, who has a strong 
interest in rekindling optimism, 
saw a need to dampen euphoria in 
August. “I warn against declaring 
the end of the financial crisis too 

soon,” Axel Weber said. “The last 
word has not been spoken yet.”

Weber’s main concern was that 
banks could still face huge losses 
if companies suffering from slow 
business continue defaulting on 
their loans. That would spark 
what is becoming known as the 
second wave of the crisis, emanat-
ing not from the financial sector 
but the real economy. And, lo 
and behold, that wave seems to 
be bearing down. When banks 
are under pressure, they award 
fewer loans, thereby jeopardizing 
the economy’s recovery. 

No matter how you look at it, 
one simply cannot say with cer-
tainty that the crisis is over, even 
if the recession has statistically 
been overcome in many parts of 
the world. On the other hand, the 
current situation gives far more 
cause for optimism than it did 
last spring.

Within months, China has 
bounced back to its accustomed 
growth rates and the smaller Asian 
economies have followed. In the 
U.S., where the recession set in 
especially early, it has long since 
given way to modest growth that 
could increase further as the year 
progresses. France and Japan have 
likewise emerged from recession. 

Export-dependent Germany is 
benefiting as much from these 
markets as from its homegrown 
remedies. Its two stimulus pack-
ages are taking effect and, con-
trary to expectations, joblessness 
has not exploded because com-
panies have been putting employ-
ees on state-subsidized part-time 
work instead of laying them off.

All this has been the great suc-
cess of the big economies’ stimu-
lus and rescue policies, devised in 
Washington, Berlin and Beijing. 
Yet this success carries its own 
threat to the global economy. The 
recovery, so far, has been home-
made. These three governments 
alone have pumped an additional 
$1 trillion into the economy, and 
this state-sponsored bonanza will 
dry up sometime next year. That 
will herald the day of reckoning, 
of whether the private sector can 
really resume running on its own.

In the U.S. at least, plenty of indi-
cators still point toward a “jobless 
recovery.” Unemployment could 
hover stubbornly at today’s high 
levels – a development that the 
U.S. welfare system, which sup-
ports recipients for only a limited 
time, is not equipped to handle. 

Joblessness in Germany will 
probably climb disproportion-

ately in the fall and winter as 
companies begin slashing costs. 
Also, at about the same time 
funding should run out for the 
country’s cash-for-clunkers pro-
gram that turned many Germans 
into new car owners when the 
slump was at its worst. The 
effects of a one-time additional 
parenting subsidy will also have 
dissipated by then. 

Not even China can keep its 
economy on artificial support for-
ever. But if U.S. demand for goods 
from China and Germany fails to 
return to its old, prodigious levels, 
where will the world’s biggest 
exporters gain the strength for a 
sustainable recovery?

Even if business keeps growing 
as well as it has started to do, 
the threat of potentially crippling 
inflation is gathering on the hori-
zon. America, in particular, has 
dug itself deeply into debt, along 
with some threshold economies, 
and the central banks have prac-
tically flooded the world with 
liquidity to keep the global finan-
cial system solvent. The central 
bank chiefs may insist they can 
withdraw all these trillions in no 
time but whether they pick the 
right moment is another open 
question. If they don’t, we all face 

Party animal
German athletes and a cuddly bear celebrate
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Two winners: Berlino and  
javelin gold medalist Steffi Nerius.
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 There are signs of hope  
 but the economic crisis  

 is far from over
 By Uwe Jean Heuser
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 Germany
  in

    August 

Angela Merkel’s coalition cabinet has ad-
opted plans for stricter tax guidelines, 
applying to both companies and individu-
als conducting business in countries that do 
not cooperate with German financial institu-
tions. Finance Minister Peer Steinbrück has 
yet to announce which countries will fall un-
der the new rules which were adopted on Aug. 
4. This steps up the pressure on countries 
reluctant to work closely with German insti-
tutions.

Germany’s Constitutional Court ruled on 
Aug. 6 that schoolchildren must attend  
sex education classes even if their parents 
object on religious grounds. A Baptist father 
had filed the lawsuit, claiming that sex education 
led to “free sexuality” and pedophilia. 

The state of Bavaria has abandoned a case challenging the 
right of homosexuals to adopt children. The proceed-
ings at the Constitutional Court were officially halted on Aug. 
9. The Bavarian state government had argued that adoption 
by two women or two men was not natural. Bavaria’s attorney 
general Beate Merk (CSU) said she would continue to oppose 
the law politically.

Two of the four terrorism sus-
pects on trial in Düsseldorf freely 
admitted on the first day of pro-
ceedings, Aug. 10, that they had 
intended to commit terrorist acts. 
“We wanted to kill lots of U.S. sol-
diers, not just two or three,” said 
Fritz Gelowicz (left), the group’s 
suspected 29-year-old ringlead-
er. The men are charged with 
planning a series of bomb at-
tacks against U.S. targets and 
others in Germany. On Aug. 19, a 
third man, Daniel Schneider, also 

confessed. Schneider said he was glad he has been arrested 
before the planned attacks were carried out.

A 90-year-old former German officer was sentenced in Munich 
on Aug. 11 to life imprisonment for the murder of 10 Italian 
civilians during World War II. Josef Scheungraber, then a 
25-year-old lieutenant in a company of engineers, ordered the 
killings in June 1944 outside the Tuscan town of Arezzo in re-
taliation for the deaths of two German soldiers.

The captain of the Hansa Stavanger ship, held by Somali pi-
rates for four months, arrived back in Germany on Aug. 11. 
Captain Krzysztof Kotiuk landed in Munich where he was to be 
questioned by police. The ship was seized by pirates on April 
4, roughly 400 nautical miles off the coast of Somalia. German 
police were looking for fingerprints and DNA traces on board 
the container vessel, which is docked in the Kenyan port of 
Mombasa. Its Hamburg-based owners paid a €2.1 million ($3 
million) ransom for its release.

Germany’s grand coalition parties reached a deal Aug. 18 to 
ensure the EU’s Lisbon Treaty can be ratified before the 
upcoming election on Sep. 27. Parliamentary groups from the 
coalition parties, the CDU/CSU and the SPD, as well as from 
the opposition Free Democrats and the Greens, agreed on a 
draft law that would protect national powers within the EU. 
Observers expect the Bundestag will pass the law on Sep. 8, 
with the Bundesrat scheduled to follow 10 days later. The Con-
stitutional Court ruled in June that ratification of the Lisbon 
Treaty must be accompanied by legislation safeguarding na-
tional parliamentary powers. 

The German cabinet passed an 
administrative order on Aug. 19 
to prepare for mass vaccina-
tions against the H1N1 virus, 
commonly known as swine flu. 
About 50 million doses of swine 
flu vaccine will be made avail-
able by the end of September. 
The first to get shots will be those 
with chronic illnesses or immune 
disorders, pregnant women, 
health workers and emergency 
services personnel. Vaccinations 
will be free of charge.

An administrative court in the state of Hesse gave German air-
port operator Fraport the go-ahead Aug. 21 for a €4 billion plan to 
expand Frankfurt’s main international airport, allowing 
a fourth runway and third terminal to be built at Lufthansa’s 
main hub. A court ruled that there were to be no flights be-
tween 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. The new runway will allow 120 air-

craft movements per hour and the 
new terminal will have a capacity 

of 25 million passengers annually.!
!"#"$%

C%,7#8%'!""#$%&

'(()

!"
!"#"$%

!"#$%&

!""#$%& !""#

!"
!"#"$%

!"#$%&
!""#$%&

!""#

!"
!"#"$%

!"#$%&"'!""#$%&

!""#!"
!"#"$%

!"#$%&
!""#$%&

!""#!"
!"#"$%

!"#$%&'(

!
""#$%&

!""#!
"

!"#"$%

B
"8&"+8%'

!
"
"
#
$%
*

'
(
(
+

!
"

!
"#"$%

67"+8%'

!
"
"
#
$%
*

'
(
(
)

Publisher: Detlef W. Prinz
Executive Editor: Theo Sommer
Editors in Chief: Rafael Seligmann, Bruno Waltert
Deputy Editor in Chief: Peter H. Koepf
Senior Editor: Ruediger Rossig
Editor: Klaus Grimberg
English-language Editors: Jabeen Bhatti, Amanda Crain, 
Ursula Haberl, Karla Handwerker, Nurhan Kocaoglu
Head of Special Editions: Rainer Bieling
Senior Art Director: Paul M. Kern
Junior Art Director: Manuel Schwartz
Layout: Gordon Martin, Aleksandar Mijatovic, Mike Zastrow 
Translation: Kathryn M. Abbott, John Bendix, 
Nina Coon, Harald Franzen, Anthony B. Heric,  
Nicolas Kumanoff, Kevin Lynch, Thomas Marzahl,  
Bennett Owen, David Strauss
Managing Director: Gudrun Heinze
Advertising & Marketing: Janine Kulbrok
Distribution: Betti B. Witt

Printed in Springfield, VA. by Gannett Offset 
© Times Media GmbH, Berlin.  
The Atlantic Times is an international registered trademark.  
All rights reserved.

 Publishing House, Editorial  
 Department and Advertising:
 Times Media GmbH 
 The Atlantic Times 
 Tempelhofer Ufer 23-24 
  10963 Berlin, Germany 
 Tel. 01149 30-2150-5400 
 Fax 01149 30-2150-5447 
 info@atlantic-times.com

 Washington Office:  
 Stephan Bachenheimer, 
 Office Manager  
 2000 M Street NW, Suite 335 
 Washington, DC 20036 
 Tel. (202) 403-1680 
 info@atlantic-times.com

 New York Office: 
 Walter Pfaeffle
 340 East 64th Street Apt 16G 
 New York, NY 10065 
 Tel. (212) 755-5236 
 Fax (212) 755-5237 
 info@atlantic-times.com

Provide sustainability,  
generate profits

German politicians are promising to rebuild the economy  
based on green technologies  |  By Wolfgang Mulke

Green revolution, 
green new deal or 
just old-fashioned 
economic growth? 
Ahead of the elec-
tions, most of 
Germany’s parties 
agree: environmen-
tally friendly is 
best. 

Transport Min-
ister Wolfgang 
Tiefensee is 
dreaming of pro-

found changes. “This is a 
revolution,” the SPD cabi-
net member gushed at the 
unveiling of a program to 
spur development of elec-
tric cars. Its goal is to put 
at least a million e-cars on 
Germany’s roads by the 
year 2020. It’s a bold project, 
especially since all that is available 
now are a few prototypes with bat-
teries weighing more than a ton.

Still, potential voters like hear-
ing about efforts to bring ecol-
ogy and the economy under one 
roof. Just ask Economics Minister 
Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg. The 
conservatives’ rising star invited 
himself to Tiefensee’s news con-
ference and promptly stole the 
show. Germany would become 
the world’s “primary market” 
for electrical mobility, Gutten-
berg announced. Both parties’ 
hopes rest on the opportunities 
that eco-friendly industrial pro-
duction could provide. 

SPD chancellor candidate 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier put 
pressure on the competition with 
his “Germany plan.” The con-
cept would revamp Germany’s 
economy in the course of the next 
decade. “We have companies that 
invest socially and sustainably,” 
Steinmeier explained. He wants 
German industry to develop tech-
nologies that will help protect the 
environment.

The Social Democrats also 
want to expand social welfare 
and create public-sector service 
jobs for less qualified workers. 
The combination of green indus-
try and expanded services could 
generate four million additional 
jobs, Steinmeier believes. His 
campaign team pored over stud-
ies and spoke with companies, 
unions and industry associations 
for four months. “We didn’t 
dream up full employment at 
the negotiating table,” said Klaus 
Klimmer, a McKinsey executive 
who is also Steinmeier’s eco-
nomic advisor.

After the election, if an SPD-
Green coalition should prevail 
as in 1998-2005 (an outcome 
observers consider unlikely), Ger-
many could be on the threshold of 
an industrial eco-revolution. The 
Greens are demanding a “Green 

New Deal” in which industrial 
companies, from carmakers and 
chemicals producers to engineer-
ing firms, would concentrate on 
products and production that 
conserve resources while expand-
ing social welfare. 

Some conservatives are far less 
strident yet are in essence think-
ing along the same lines as the 
SPD. Chancellor Angela Merkel 
believes environmental technolo-
gies will be a key element of the 
future economy. “We can remain 
world export leaders only if we 
have new products,” said the 
CDU leader. The conservatives 
even say they’re not ruling out a 
“second economic miracle” if the 
ground is laid for growth through 
climate protection, efficient prod-
ucts and health care. They say 
they will invest 10 percent of 
Germany’s GDP in education and 
research, so that Germany can 
keep pace with the best new ideas. 

The Left party has likewise placed 
radical ecological restructuring at 
the top of its agenda. Only the 
business-friendly Free Democrats 

(FDP) are relying simply on market 
forces to shape the future. Since 
many technologies can hardly be 
brought to the market without sub-
sidies and market regulation, the 
green revolution does not really fit 
into the FDP’s vision.

Support has returned for the 
state as guarantor of citizens’ 
basic well-being, revived by 
public disgust at the excesses of 
the financial industry. “The social 
market economy was reborn in 
the crisis,” said economist Clau-
dia Kempfert of the German 
Institute for Economic Research, 
(DIW), adding that the secret of 
Germany’s success should include 
the word “sustainable.”

Public acceptance of the German 
system has waned in recent years. 
Yet the downturn has again dem-
onstrated the welfare state’s great 
advantages. “The system helps us 
steer clear of unstable conditions,” 
says Hubertus Bardt, environment 
and social policy expert at the 
Institute of the German Economy 
(IW). Many observers predict 
that Germany will emerge from 

the downturn in relatively 
good shape. The old system 
is alive and well.

Increased public focus on 
the redistributive nature of 
the welfare state is being 
reflected in the parties’ 
campaign platforms. There 
are huge differences in the 
amount they say the state 
should spend on welfare 
– but no party wants to 
do away with minimum 
income for all citizens.

Even the powerful Fed-
eration of German Indus-
try, the BDI, has found 
its social conscience. “The 
goal of the economy lies 
not in the economy itself 
but in its human and social 
destiny,” BDI chief Hans-
Peter Keitel said. Kempfert 
says the new attitude sets a 

good example. “Other countries 
will also head in this direction,” 
she predicts. 

An eco-social market econ-
omy may still be a long time 
in coming, as the example of 
electric cars demonstrates. A 
global race is underway in this 
branch of technology. The U.S. 
and China are pumping bil-
lions into it. The German gov-
ernment’s €500 million ($713 
million) subsidy seems modest 
by comparison. The governing 
coalition could not even agree on 
creating incentives for people to 
buy electric cars. Without subsi-
dies for the first customers, the 
initially very high cost of e-cars 
will prevent them from finding a 
market, analysts say. 

In fact, the auto industry is a 
prime example of the dilemma 
Germany is facing. Although the 
big producers are at the top of 
the heap in terms of technology, 
their focus on short-term profits 
meant they were caught napping 
when it came to the current trend. 
The producers and their suppliers 
– with their millions of workers – 
have to start moving.

Huge export opportunities lie 
dormant in climate technolo-
gies, as many countries have by 
now found out. For a long time, 
German companies led the pack 
in environmental technologies but 
recently, others have been gain-
ing ground, such as China in the 
solar market. German industry 
still holds an enviable position. 
With their light materials, steel  
and aluminum makers can meet 
demand for energy saving prod-
ucts. Power plant builders such 
as Siemens benefit from global 
demand for eco-friendly power 
stations; the chemicals industry is 
the best at producing insulation. It 
is not so much the revolutionary 
as the evolutionary products that 
achieve two vital goals – provid-
ing greater sustainability while 
generating revenue. !

The challenger: Frank-Walter Steinmeier has long been promoting environmental 
awareness, for example at the 2nd German Climate Conference in Berlin.

D
D

P/
M

A
R

C
U

S
 B

R
A

N
D

T

PI
C

TU
R

E-
A

LL
IA

N
C

E/
D

PA
/C

H
R

IS
TI

A
N

 H
A

G
ER

PI
C

TU
R

E-
A

LL
IA

N
C

E/
D

PA
/F

ED
ER

IC
O

 G
A

M
B

A
R

IN
I

C
H

R
IS

TO
PH

 H
ER

M
A

N
N

 F
IL

D
ER

S
TA

D
T

Go to the polls!
German citizens living in the U.S.  

can vote, too 

To vote is a civic duty even for those living abroad, accord-
ing to the local branch of the German party the Greens in 
Washington, D.C. With their first transatlantic election 

mobilization campaign, they want to encourage Germans living 
in the U.S. to go to the polls. On their website, they provide a 
how-to guide. 

“Many citizens don’t know that being German nationals, they 
can also take part in the election, even though they no longer 
reside in Germany,” wrote board members Kirsten Hommann, 
Arne Jungjohann and Stefan Hochhuth.

During the previous Bundestag elections in 2005, about 5,100 
of the 200,000 Germans in the U.S. eligible to vote sent their 
ballot per mail. This year, the aim is at least 10,000. And time is 
running out: By Sept. 6, Germans living abroad have to register 
with their former electoral district.  PHK

Info: http://gruene-washington.de/bundestagswahl-2009

Germany needs to exhale:  
an industrial plant in Lower Saxony.


